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cEnrichment News d 
Fall Enrichment Continues  

   òSo much fun!  It was good to laugh.ó  òKids en-

joyed the experience ð so rare we have the opportu-

nity for all  to participate.ó  òGreat for team build-

ing.ó These were just a few of the comments from 

teachers after participating in the Game Challenge on 
October 7th at McAlister School.  The students and 

teachers had a great time òbuzzing inó to answer 
questions or participating in a physical challenge. 

     Third graders experienced a phenomenal program 

called Wingmasters on October 8th.  They were mes-
merized as Julie Collier, a bird of prey rehabilitator, 
displayed several of her birds including a golden ea-
gle, two owls, a red-tailed hawk and a fal-
con.  Discussion focused around adaptations which fit 
perfectly into their Science unit.  Julie graciously of-
fered to return to McAlister to allow children more 
opportunities to ask questions.  

    And the winner iséMrs. Beasonõs class for collect-
ing the most Box Tops.  Her classroom enjoyed a spe-

cial luncheon with Author Suzy Kline .  Thank you to 
everyone who sent in Box Tops.  We earned over 
$400.00!  Wow!!!   All other classes attended a won-
derful assembly with Suzy. 

     On October 29 and 30, second graders had a visit 

from Sharon (CT) Audubon Center.  Students gained 
insight on the experiences of Native Americans re-
garding food consumption, structure building and 
game playing.  They participated in a naming cere-
mony and enjoy sumac lemonade.  This visit comple-
ments their Native American Unit. 

    November brings a visit from the Noah Webster 

One Room Schoolhouse program where third grade 

students will experience a colonial school teacher 
from the Noah Webster House.  Students will write 
with quill pens, work out Math problems on slates 
and read from colonial primers.  Some may have a 
òpunishmentó consisting of holding a log or putting 

their nose against the wall for 
such misbehavior as slouching or 
laughing.  They will have a 
hands-on learning experience 
depicting school in the 1700õs 
and most likely a new apprecia-
tion for modern day school. 

 

   The Enrichment Committee is thankful 

for a donation received from the J.G. 

Cannon Trust which will help to enable us to provide 

quality enrichment events for our children.  Thanks to 
all of you for your fundraising efforts as your dollars 

to right back to the students! 

 

Economy Tip # 1 : Jump 

start your holiday shopping 

and save! Join us for our:  

Special Special ToysToys   &&   MOREMORE    

Shopping DayShopping Day        
Saturday November 8th  

9:30 AM - 6:00 PM 
You will receive 10% 10% off off all pur-

chases (with some exclusions) -  and  

the PTO will receive 10% of the 

sales from our group.  Please specify 
that you are shopping with the Suf-
field Elementary PTO.  Special Toys 
and More is located at 16 Brookside 
Plaza,  Enfield, CT  Near Shaw's and 
Walgreens  on Hazard 
Avenue.   

   

$949.03 !$949.03 !$949.03 !             
Thank you for all your donations to the used clothing drive.  

The Suffield Elementary PTOearned $949.03 from all the 

items you donated.  Special thanks to the following ñtruck 

loadersò:  Kelly, Domenic and Joseph Colangelo, Donna John-

son and Alex Smith.  Together we loaded 6,531 pounds!   The 

next used clothing drive is already being planned for the 

week of May 4, 2009.  Please mark your calendars and keep 

cleaning.  For more details, please contact Briana Cuevo at 

668-0831.   Thank you Briana, for a successful drive! 

Remember to join us for the next General PTO 

Meeting.  Tom Donato will inform us on why 

math is taught the way it is in our 

schools, with a topic on CMT math 

problems the kids will see in 

March.   It shouldnôt be missed! 

Thursday, November 13th 

9:45 AM at McAlister   
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  Green CornerGreen CornerGreen Corner  

You've probably heard the term 

"organic" a million times, but if youôre like me, 

you still aren't sure what it means.  Here are some  

ñorganicò facts.  Organic farming avoids the use 

of most artificial inputs, like synthetic pesticides 

and fertilizers, and bans the use of animal by-

products, antibiotics and sewage sludge. But 

check for tricky labeling: "100% organic" actually 

means that all the individual ingredients are or-

ganic. "Organic" means that at least 95% of the 

ingredients are organic. "Made with organic ingre-

dients" means that at least 70% of the ingredients 

are organic.  

   Genetic engineering allows scientists to create 

man-made plants (corn, soy beans, canola), ani-

mals (clones) and micro-organisms (crops).     

    Some farmers allow their animals to graze and 

have outdoor space. When this is the case, the la-

bel on the products will state they are "cage-free" 

or "pasture grown." "Free-range" means that out-

door space is available at least once every day.  

   Being eco-safe in your food purchasing also 

means cutting down on packaging. Trash from the 

packaging of food in the U.S. (including tin, card-

board, paper and plastic) adds up to 200 million 

tons a day!  

Here are some tips:    

Buy food sold in bulk at natural food stores 

Buy at farmer's markets, where most of the 

food is unwrapped and you can bring your own 

bags 

Try to cut down or eliminate the use of dis-

posable aluminum foil, plastic wrap and baggies 

for leftovers. Instead, store food in glass or ce-

ramic bowls with lids 

Wash and reuse zip plastic bags, containers, 

and grocery store produce bags 

     A study at UC Berkeley estimated 14 billion 

plastic bags are used per year.  The Wall Street 

Journal put the number at 100 billion a year in the 

US alone.  The EPA has estimated that if you 

count all bags, sacks, and wraps, the number may 

be as high as 380 billion.   Some world wide esti-

mates place the number of plastic bags used annu-

ally at a trillion bags a year-that's about a million 

per minute! 

     Whether you are shopping organic, free range, 

or just shopping, you can  reduce your contribu-

tion to plastic waste.  Bring your groceries home 

in a re-usable shopping bag.    They are totally hip 

and are available for purchase in most grocery 

stores.  

Board of Education Report  

On Tuesday October 27,  the Suffield Board of Education heard 

presentations of the School Improvement Plans, made by the ad-

ministrators of all four Suffield schools. 

Each administrative team presented their research and rational for 

their plans, to continue the process of perpetual improvement on 

the operational and instructional platforms in our schools.  The 

presentations were highlighted with a common language used at 

all levels to address a common vision of excellence and a continu-

ity of educational experience for the students in our system.  The 

presentations were enthusiastically received by the board who 

asked questions and offered support to the administrators for their 

ideas.  The success of the presentations was followed up with a 

suggestion that one board meeting a month be designed to con-

tinue the collaborative effort by having administrators, teachers 

and students from the schools come to board meetings to share 

plans and progress.  Anyone interested in reading the school im-

provement plans can receive a copy for an individual school or all 

schools at the Central Office. 

ñNote to Schoolò Pads  

For Sale  

You may purchase Note 
To School notepads for 

$2.00 a pad in each 

schoolôs office.  

They are a quick and 
easy way to write those 

pick up notes and highly  

recommended by your 

school secretaries! J   

òThanksgiving dinners take eighteen hours to pre-

pare.  They are consumed in twelve minutes.  Half -

times take twelve minutes.  This is not coincidence.ó   

~Erma Bombeck 
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The Haunted Houseé another great success! 

Thank you to Brian and Sheila McCusker for opening 

their property for this wonderful fundraising event. 

Thank you to all the helpers and bakers, we could not 

have done it without you: The Morris Family , 

C.Smith, D. Oltsch, B. McVey, K. Uzdarwin, C. 

Mathiason, D. Russo, M. Kucia, J. Holmes, R. Wachs, 

Mrs. Sikes, S. Gozzi, Marsha, the Feder Family, and 

every one else who participated, please accept our 

thanks!  One more special thank you to our Haunted 

House Chairperson, Monica Baldauf. 
 

More ñThank Youôsò  Go To: 

Donna Dyer, Annette Laursen, Carol Bennett, Jackie 

Apanowitch and the countless volunteers who helped 

make this year's FALL BOOK 

FAIR a great success.   
 

Thank you to Kathie Bond and 

Christine Mercadente for their 

hard work and effort on our success-

ful Wrapping Paper Fundraiser. 

Thank you to Briana Cuevo and all 

the helpers and contributors whoôs energy and time al-

lowed us to earn over $900.00 from 

our unwanted clothing items!   Re-

member to save up for the clothing 

drive coming this spring! 

Thank you to Jen Casey for her time and hard work 

bringing our childrenôs art to life (and to the mailbox) 

with the Art Stamp fundraiser. 

Thank you to Debbie Ouellette   

and Nicki Messenger for help-

ing us thank our bus drivers for getting our children to 

school and home every day. 

Thank you to Lynn Flynn for her En-

tertainment Books that allow us to do 

and find great things at a discount!  

(you can still place your order, the form is on the 

web!) 

Thank you Sally King for coordinating the 

class pictures that let us cherish our little 

onesô smiling faces 

Thank you to Jen Bombard, Rachel Little 

and Sara Mailloux for their countless hours gathering 

and recording the names for the Student Directory.   

Around Town Happenings!Around Town Happenings!Around Town Happenings!    

Girl Scout Election Day Cookie Sales  
Girl Scouts of Suffield will be offering those famous cookies 

before the official cookie season this year. We will be at sev-

eral locations between November 1-4, with our main booth 

outside of Suffield Middle School on Tuesday, November 

4th during elections. So please stop by the Girl Scouts table 

after voting and get your cookies before they run out. The 

annual cookie campaign will begin on December 19th, 2008 

and run through March 30th, 2009. We thank 

all of you who support our girls in their mis-

sion: To build girls of courage, confidence, and 

character who make the world a better place.     

 

WRAPPING PAPER ORDER PICK UP!  WRAPPING PAPER ORDER PICK UP!    
The Wrapping Paper orders can be picked up on: 

Saturday, November 8  

8:00 AM -12:00 Noon  

Spaulding School   

If you cannot make that date, please contact Kathie 

Bond 668-7175 or Christine Mercadante 668-6822.  

Directory of Communications  
Hereôs how you can keep connected.  We hope these resources are 
helpful. 

Spaulding School Office:  668 -3826 
McAlister School Office: 668 -3830 

Dial  Extension: 0: For general questions, 1: To call in absences,  2:  
To call Nurse,  6: Special Announcements, 8: For the directory 
 
Teacherôs Voice Mail: to leave a message for your childôs teacher 

call:   Spaulding:  668-3826, and then the teacherôs extension, 
McAlister:  668-3830, and teacherôs extension 

Email: To contact any staff member via email ([first initial, last 
name] @ sps.suffield.org )  (Example:  ARoman@sps.suffield.org ) 

District Website:  District information ï go to http//: Suffield.org  
School Website:  School-specific information: go to   
http//: Sp.suffield.org    or http//:MIS.suffield.org  
Classroom website : To get classroom information- go to school 

website, click on Classroom pages 
PTO Newsletter : To obtain PTO news & current events- go to 
school website, click on PTO Newsletter File 
K-12 Alert : To alert you of unscheduled school closings, early re-
leases, etc. Youôll need to register online (directions on website); 
Alerts are generated from Central Office and go to the email ad-
dress you indicate when registering. 
Digital Backpack : To get news of currents events, takes the place 
of the paper Wednesday Folder - go to school website, click on Blue 
Backpack icon or Wednesday Backpack file.( If youôd like to be 
notified every time there is an update, you may register for that on 
the school website under the communication commons link.) 
PTO Meetings: Held Bi-monthly to inform, share ideas, and de-
velop community 

Open Houses : Held twice in the fall to inform and ñshow-n-tellò 

Parent -Teacher Conferences : Meet 1-1 to talk about your childôs 
progress;  held twice a year 

Curriculum Nights : To inform parents about specific 
curriculum areas. 

Marquee:  Announces current events; Sign outside the 

school building on Mountain Road. 

mailto:ARoman@sps.suffield.org
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November Calendar 
 

Nov. 4- No School /Election Day, Professional Develop. 
 Day for Staff 

Nov. 8- Wrapping Paper Pick Up 8 a.m-12 noon 

Nov. 11- No School , Veterans Day 

Nov. 12- First Day of SOAR 

Nov. 13- PTO Meeting 9:45 a.m. @ McAlister 

Nov. 14- Marking Period One ends 

Nov. 18ï 20 Noah Webster One Room Schoolhouse  

   (Grade 3)  

 

Nov. 26- Early Release  1:00 PM 

Nov. 27- Happy Thanksgiving - weôre thankful for YOU! 

Nov. 28- No School  

2008 -2009 PTO Board  
Beth Moores, Co-President  

bethmoores@sbcglobal.net,  668-0071 

Lisa Coatti (Snell), Co-President 

lcoatti@gmail.com,  668-5937 

Annette Laursen, VP Committees 

laursen@cascas.dk,  668-7579 

Donna Dyer, VP Volunteers 

donnadyer@cox.net,  668-1682 

Denise Lucido, Treasurer 

delucido@cox.net, 386-6420 

Laurie Henderson, Asst. Treasurer:  

Payables jahllh@gmail.com, 668-5053 

Melissa Islam, Asst. Treasurers:  

Receivables mel731is@yahoo.com, 668-6166 

Lori Beaudry , Co-Secretary 

loribeaudry@yahoo.com, 668-0004 

Gundi Lobo, Co-Secretary 

jasongundi@cox.net, 668-1895 

Mark your Calendars with the  

General PTO Meeting  Dates:General PTO Meeting  Dates:General PTO Meeting  Dates:   

November 13, 9:45 AM, McAlisterNovember 13, 9:45 AM, McAlister  

January 15, 7:00 PM, Spaulding 

March 19, 9:45 AM, McAlister 

May 7, 7:00 PM, Spaulding 

June 4, 9:45 AM, McAlister 
 

Stay Informed, Be Involved,  
(have some snacks!) 

Find it on the web:      

Remember to check the 

schools web sites to find the 

answers to your questions and 

more!   sp.suffield.org and 

mis.suffield.org 

Click on the PTO link for all 

your  

PTO information too!  

If youôd like to receive the PTO Newsletter in your 
email in -box ,   Send your name and email request to 
Lisa Coatti: LCoatti@Gmail.com .   Please include 
your first and last name and email address. 

Digital Backpacks are here!  

To Submit  your Information:  Email the document to  the 
Central Office : DLee@sps.suffield.org ,   

Spaulding : Sdoran@sps.suffield.org   
or  KMoriarty@sps.suffield.org    

McAlister : dstone@sps.suffield.org or 

adilorenzo@sps.suffield.org  
 
All documents must be approved by the 
principals or Central Office.  Outside Or-

ganizations should submit their items via Central Office. 
 

Information needs to be emailed  by Monday, 3:00 
PM. (if Monday is a holiday, deadline is Friday by 
2:00 PM.) 

Only Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel or PDF files 
are accepted. 

Individuals must inform as to how long they want 
their notice to remain in the digital backpack and if 

it is grade specific . 
The digital backpack will be completely updated 
weekly by Wednesday, 3:00 PM.  

 

Kermit was wrong, it is  easy being 

Green!  

Donôt forget to Vote! 

Election Day is Tues. 

November 4.  Voting 

takes place at the Suf-

field Middle School.   

Schools 

are 

closed 

Nov. 4. 

Please double check the Lost & 
Found Closets in each 

school.  Any items left after 
December conferences will 

be donated to charity.    
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