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The Suffield Cooperative

Philosophy

“Children do not need to be forced to learn.
They’re motivated by their own desire to
make sense of their world.”
(Bredekamp, 1986)

Preschool is frequently a child’s first group
experience outside the home. During the pre-
school experience, the child learns about new
social rules, how to interact with peers and
adults, and becomes part of a diverse group.
Children learn best by doing. Our program
revolves around play-based learning centers.
We provide the materials and guidance nec-
essary for the children to discover, create and
explore with a hands-on approach.

Our objectives are to provide a safe, stimulat-
ing and developmentally appropriate environ-
ment that fosters a feeling of well being, with
a balanced program that stresses the social,
emotional, physical and educational needs of
the individual children enrolled.

Why a Cooperative?

The Suffield Cooperative Preschool is a non-
profit educational program started in 1970.
The cooperative nature of this program recog-
nizes and maximizes the role of the parent in
the education of the child. Parents and staff
work together to ensure that your child’s first
school experience is happy and positive. As
parents, you are your child’s most influential
teacher. You contribute to the positive learn-
ing attitudes of your child and help to provide
a basis for the gradual transition from home to
school.

As a Cooperative Preschool, we depend on
parental participation and support in order to
be successful. Parental responsibilities
include: < Assisting teachers in the classroom
approximately once a month. < Serving on a
Committee or Board. e Providing a snack for

your child’s class, approximately 3 to 4 times
per year. e Participating in Suffield on the
Green. < A one hour cleanup night at the pre-

school, once during the school year.

Two Day Program

The 2-Day Program is designed primarily for 3 and 4
year old children (child must be 3 by December 31 to
enroll). An adult to child ratio of approximately one to
four allows for individual direction in a variety of daily
activities. There are approximately 24 children in
class.

The children in this group are encouraged to explore
and discover the world around them. They are care-
fully guided through their daily tasks by our staff and
parent helpers. Socialization is an important part of
the children's growth and our activities allow for the
development of this skill.
learning is provided.

A sound introduction to

Three Day Program

This program is designed primarily for 4 and 5 year
old children (children must be 4 by December 31 to
enroll). An adult to child ratio of approximately one to
six allows for guidance in a variety of daily activities.
There are approximately 28 children in class.

The children in this group continue in their exploration
and discovery of the world around them. In prepara-
tion for kindergarten, the children are encouraged to
demonstrate independence and self-confidence in
their work and interactions with others. The children
partake in various educational field trips and library
excursions throughout the year.




